
The same federal judge in Miami who ruled two weeks ago that construction on the 
Everglades immigrant concentration camp should be temporarily halted has now ruled the 
prison must be closed within 60 days and that no more detainees are to be brought there 
while it was being wound down. 

The judge determined the facility was causing severe and irreparable damage to the fragile 
Florida Everglades. 

Friends of the Everglades summarized the recent hearing related to the prison which for 
now – pending appeal or the governor or president’s refusal to follow the order – has closed 
it: 

• A Florida panther expert testified about the loss of 2,000 acres of habitat for this 
endangered species, due to stadium-style lighting and intense activity at the 
detention center. 

• Another witness, soil scientist and wetland expert, testified on at least 20 acres of 
new pavement at the site — and debunked the government’s claims that the 
pavement was applied to pre-existing concrete.  

• Two staff leaders for the Miccosukee Tribe testified about the close proximity of 
tribal villages and sacred sites to the detention center, and the lack of consultation 
with the tribe. 

• Testimony was given documenting heavy construction equipment, jet fuel tankers, 
waste trucks and federal government vehicles driving in and out of the site. 

• Federal and state defendants presented just one witness who could not defend the 
government’s failure to comply with environmental law. 

The goal of conservation groups was simply to require the government to comply with the 
law by completing an environmental impact study, as required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act. Just follow the law from the people who preach “law and order” 
nonstop. 

Senate Bill 180, a law passed with the intent of helping hurricane victims rebuild more 
easily, continues to generate controversy around the state as developers are exploiting 
loopholes in the bill to challenge municipal level sustainable growth measures.  

The bill’s original sponsor, Senator Nick DiCeglie from the Tampa area, has been contacted 
by environmental groups around the state and assures them that he will address SB 180’s 
weaknesses in next year’s legislative session. 

LINK: https://1000fof.org/priorities/restorecommunityplanning/#/19/ 
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LINK: https://www.theinvadingsea.com/2025/08/11/florida-legislature-sb-180-orange-
county-vision-2050-land-use-regulations-hurricanes-resilience/ 

A land developer has paid $93 million for more than 3,000 acres of undeveloped land near 
Green Cove Springs in Clay County to add to an adjoining parcel with plans to combine 
them and develop a 6,500 acre mixed-use development. 

Sprawl for all! 

LINK: https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/08/19/fort-lauderdale-based-
developer-buys-clay-land-for-93-million-plans-master-planned-community/ 

The largest private landowner in Florida is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
The Mormons own more than 600,000 acres around the state. About half of its land 
holdings are cattle ranchlands east of Orlando — where the church has long-term plans to 
build the equivalent of a new city of 500,000 people. But voters in Orlando recently 
approved new rules meant to slow suburban sprawl on rural land. So the Mormon Church 
turned to Florida’s legislature to step in. 

The best government money can buy. 

Politics and conservation are inseparable. 

LINK: https://jasongarcia.substack.com/p/floridas-largest-landowner-
lobbied?utm_source=post-email-
title&publication_id=687064&post_id=171307618&utm_campaign=email-post-
title&isFreemail=false&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoyNjk5MTMxNiwicG9zdF9pZCI6MTcxMzA3NjE
4LCJpYXQiOjE3NTU2MTUyNjEsImV4cCI6MTc1ODIwNzI2MSwiaXNzIjoicHViLTY4NzA2NCIsI
nN1YiI6InBvc3QtcmVhY3Rpb24ifQ.1pWDaoSMCuzV1zd5bv3ZscWP4WCNt6dLGEbhIf4tOL
4&r=g2ims&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email 

Florida officials believe they don’t have to follow the federal Endangered Species Act when 
it comes to protecting manatees, and they’re not taking “yes” for an answer. 

LINK: https://www.theinvadingsea.com/2025/08/15/manatees-florida-endangered-
species-act-appeal-indian-river-lagoon-seagrass-water-pollution/ 

A lawsuit may be all that now stands between the state of Florida and a lot of dead bears. 

Interestingly, this article states that only 1 out of 100 people in Florida holds a hunting 
license; why, then, is the state’s wildlife management guided by the tiny minority of 
hunters? 
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LINK: https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/08/21/florida-wildlife-commissioners-ignore-
science-law-in-saying-yes-to-bear-hunt/ 

Six million pounds of fossil shell, the kind mined for landscaping applications and 
driveways, is being used to create an oyster reef near Captiva Island.  

So-called “green” infrastructure projects like this – projects bolstering or simulating natural 
coastal defense systems like oyster reefs, coral reefs, dunes, seagrass beds, wetlands, 
coastal hammock – are vastly cheaper than “grey” infrastructure – concrete, seawalls, 
dams, levees, pumps – are at least as effective in protecting coastlines, and provide 
numerous ancillary benefits to wildlife, recreation, and aesthetics that concrete does not. 

LINK: https://sccf.org/blog/2025/08/13/new-oyster-reef-includes-6-million-pounds-of-
fossil-shell/ 

Have you heard of small-scale nuclear reactors, so called “Small Modular Reactors,” as a 
potential clean energy solution? 

They’re a scam. (Just like carbon capture and sequestration.) 

An expensive scam.  

An expensive pro-industry scam with unproven technology and all the regulatory and 
environmental concerns of large reactors. 

Of course, Florida politicians are keen on exploring “Small Modular Reactors.” 

Wind and solar technology have advanced to the point where we don’t need to develop any 
“new” sources of clean energy, we need to double-down, triple-down, quadruple down on 
the existing technology that we know works instead of wasting time and money on 
unfeasible techno-miracles. 

LINK: https://www.theinvadingsea.com/2025/07/29/small-modular-reactors-smrs-
nuclear-solar-florida-utilities-fpl-duke-power-plants-carbon/ 

Just 474 out of more than 90,000 oil slicks from ships around the world were reported to 
authorities over a five-year period, a study revealed, and barely any resulted in any 
punishment or sanctions. 

LINK: https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jul/29/only-05-of-90000-oil-slicks-
reported-over-five-year-period-analysis-
finds?utm_term=6888b569990930f8dc323c7c5f2ce97b&utm_campaign=USMorningBriefi
ng&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=usbriefing_email 

https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/08/21/florida-wildlife-commissioners-ignore-science-law-in-saying-yes-to-bear-hunt/
https://floridaphoenix.com/2025/08/21/florida-wildlife-commissioners-ignore-science-law-in-saying-yes-to-bear-hunt/
https://sccf.org/blog/2025/08/13/new-oyster-reef-includes-6-million-pounds-of-fossil-shell/
https://sccf.org/blog/2025/08/13/new-oyster-reef-includes-6-million-pounds-of-fossil-shell/
https://sccf.org/blog/2025/08/13/new-oyster-reef-includes-6-million-pounds-of-fossil-shell/
https://www.theinvadingsea.com/2025/07/29/small-modular-reactors-smrs-nuclear-solar-florida-utilities-fpl-duke-power-plants-carbon/
https://www.theinvadingsea.com/2025/07/29/small-modular-reactors-smrs-nuclear-solar-florida-utilities-fpl-duke-power-plants-carbon/
https://www.theinvadingsea.com/2025/07/29/small-modular-reactors-smrs-nuclear-solar-florida-utilities-fpl-duke-power-plants-carbon/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jul/29/only-05-of-90000-oil-slicks-reported-over-five-year-period-analysis-finds?utm_term=6888b569990930f8dc323c7c5f2ce97b&utm_campaign=USMorningBriefing&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=usbriefing_email
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jul/29/only-05-of-90000-oil-slicks-reported-over-five-year-period-analysis-finds?utm_term=6888b569990930f8dc323c7c5f2ce97b&utm_campaign=USMorningBriefing&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=usbriefing_email
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jul/29/only-05-of-90000-oil-slicks-reported-over-five-year-period-analysis-finds?utm_term=6888b569990930f8dc323c7c5f2ce97b&utm_campaign=USMorningBriefing&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=usbriefing_email
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jul/29/only-05-of-90000-oil-slicks-reported-over-five-year-period-analysis-finds?utm_term=6888b569990930f8dc323c7c5f2ce97b&utm_campaign=USMorningBriefing&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=usbriefing_email
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2025/jul/29/only-05-of-90000-oil-slicks-reported-over-five-year-period-analysis-finds?utm_term=6888b569990930f8dc323c7c5f2ce97b&utm_campaign=USMorningBriefing&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=usbriefing_email


Does your company want to pollute the environment and endanger human health? 

No problem, just email the president. 

Seriously. 

LINK: https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/trump-told-polluters-to-email-him-for-an-
exemption-in-california-three-places-have-already-been-approved/ar-
AA1KD55k?ocid=winp2fptaskbarhover&cvid=b8d7459a8fa34d0ead85dc713acd8426&ei=1
3 
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