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The purpose of the Florida Native Plant Society is to promote the preservation, conservation, and  

restoration of the native plants and native plant communities of Florida." 

 

FNPS President, Gene Kelly, FNPS Conference Committee Chair, Nia Wellendorf 

and FNPS Executive Director, Kariena Veaudry accepting the resolution from the 

Governorôs Cabinet on May 10, 2010.  

Florida Native Plant Society ð 30th Anniversary  
 
The Florida Native Plant Society was recognized by Charlie Christ, Governor of Florida, and his 
Cabinet Members for 30 years of service to conservation, preservation and restoration of Flor-
ƛŘŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ 
for it!   Congratulations to all Native Plant Society members and volunteers.  See attached State 
of Florida official Resolution! 
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Presidentôs Message 
 
By Ixia President, Barbara Jackson 

The fall is actually a wonderful time to plant.  It is 

also a good time to transplant.  Once our area 

cools off, plants will no longer need lots of water 

to establish, although monitoring is always a good 

idea.  During the fall and winter, many native 

plants die back to the ground, and establish very 

good root systems.  Once we warm up again, you 

will witness vigorous and healthy growth.  Native 

plants are a very good choice for our north east 

Florida gardens.  I was astounded to see many of 

them stay evergreen during our freezing cold Feb-

ruary.  Those that I thought vanished came back in 

March and April.  I lost Cardinal Flower, which was 

in the shallow edge of my pond, but nothing else.  

The same cannot be said for the Florida Friendly 

plants in my yard.   

Many of you are not aware that our Ixia Chapter 

was founded in 1991 and had around 200 mem-

bers.  Our Chapter had many projects, and then 

sadly disbanded when members stopped support-

ing the group.  We went dormant around 1999, 

but reformed in 2006.  I am happy to say we are 

doing well, and are 66 members strong.  We need 

your support at our meetings, field trips, and 

events.  I hope you will join us as we approach our 

twentieth year in 2011. 

Speaking of projects, I want to thank members 

Jake Ingram and Sally Robson for their continued 

work on Native Parks One and Two.  We will have 

work days there, and we will ask members to 

help.  I also want to thank member Pete Johnson 

for helping to identify the invasive plants in Wal-

ter Jones Park, and volunteering to assist in their 

removal.  Once more, we will have work days, and 

will ask for your help.   

We also have an exciting fund raising project, and 

members will be selling the 2011 Florida Forever 

Calendar.  This is a beautiful calendar with stun-

ning native photographs.    

Pete Johnson is also assisting our Chapter by edit-

ing and pulling together this newsletter.  Please 

help and offer to write articles on native plants, 

and eco-systems.  We need your support. 

Barbara 
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Plant It and They Will Come  
 
By Ixia President, Barbara Jackson 

Some of you know I wear several hats and one is 

the President of the City of Neptune Beach Ish 

Brandt Beautification Committee.  Our goal is to 

identify projects in Neptune Beach, and to utilize 

plants for beautification.  We recently became a 

non-profit organization, which allows us to fund 

raise for our projects.   

We have completed two projects this spring and 

early summer.  One is replanting the Jarboe Park 

Butterfly Garden.   The other is planting trees on 

Florida Blvd. between Atlantic Blvd. and Penman 

Road.  The City of Jacksonville granted us tree 

mitigation funds for the tree planting, and we 

chose three natives:  Redbud, Yaupon Holly, and 

Cabbage Palm (OK, I know, not a tree).   All three 

types are thriving, and definitely improved the 

look of the road way. 

The Butterfly Garden in Jarboe Park really took 

off.  Beautification members researched native 

host and nectar plants, and also identified those 

plants with some level of salt tolerance, and those 

with high drought tolerance.  We had a little 

money, and for under $500 we chose plants that 

are host to seventeen different butterflies, plus 

added some nectar plants.   

The very second we put a small Passiflora incar-

nate, or Passion Flower Vine,  in the ground, a 

Gulf Fritillary Butterfly came out of nowhere, and 

checked the plant.  She then checked the other 

plants we just added to the area, but continued to 

return to the Passion Flower Vine.  Very quickly 

we had tiny, tiny caterpillars munching the plant.   

Passion Flower is also host to the Variegated Fritil-

lary and the Zebra Longwing, our official State 

butterfly.  

One of my favorite plants is the groundcover 

Phyla nodiflora, or Turkey Tangle Fogfruit.  This 

wonderful plant is host to the Common Buckeye 

Butterfly, the Phaon Crescent, and the White Pea-

cock, which is a stray in our area.   Fogfuit shares a 

characteristic with many host and nectar plants:  it 

has very small flower heads.  Butterflies do not 

usually nectar from large flowers.  I like this plant 

so much that I have added it to my yard, and also 

now have it cascading from hanging containers.  

Butterflies will nectar from potted plants. 

We also planted Chamaecrista fasciculate or Cas-

sia fasciculate, commonly called Partridge Pea.  

This upright plant has bright yellow flowers, and is 

host to four butterflies:  Gray Hairstreak, Cloud-

less Sulphur, Little Sulphur, and Ceranus Blue.  

Ceranus Blue is one of the smallest butterflies in 

Florida, measuring 0.75-1.00 an inch at the wing-

span. 

If you only plant the three native plants detailed 

above, you can add ten butterflies to your garden!  

I can tell you that researching native butterfly host 

plants is enjoyable and always interesting.  If you 

would like the complete list of plants we included 

in the butterfly garden, please contact me:  

bjack2804@aol.com   

 

Note:  Before (top) and After (bottom) pictures of 

the Jarobe Park are on page 4. 
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